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Case Series



Objectives

• Write case reports 

• Discuss the importance of data security

Upon the completion of this PBLD, 
you will be able to: 



Something Extraordinary 
Happened in the OR….

• An adult liver transplantation case assisted with a veno-
venous bypass

• A veno-venous return cannula (18 Fr) was inserted via the 
left jugular vein

• It migrated into the persistent left SVC of the patient and 
resulted in the massive left sided hemothorax.



Femoral Arterial Cannula®, 
(18 Fr x 15 cm, Baxter)

Sakai, et. al. Clinical Transplantation 2010



Insertion of an 18 Fr. Cannula via RIJ







Surgical Removal of the VVB Cannula 



Question

Should Kristin get an IRB approval to report the 

case? 



because a case report is not research



Question

“So, Kristin does not need any approval, right?” 





Question

How can Kristin evaluate whether   

the case is worthwhile to report?



“Venovenous bypass, complication”

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed



Question

How do you write the title of the case?



List the key words of the case

Liver transplantation

VVB cannula

Accidental Insertion

Persistent left superior vena cava



Title

Accidental Insertion of a Percutaneous Veno-Venous 

Bypass Cannula into a Persistent Left Superior Vena 

Cava in a Patient Undergoing Liver Transplantation



Question

How do you write the abstract           

of the case report?



Abstract

• Key words?

• What happed in a nutshell?

• What happed in detail?

• Main message?



Abstract - Purpose 

Key words?

Persistent left superior vena cava (PLSVC) is a rare 

congenital vascular abnormality found in 0.3% of the 

general population. 

What happed in a nutshell?

We report herein a rare complication involving the 

accidental insertion of a large bore cannula into the 

PLSVC during liver transplantation (LT).

Schreiber KL, et al.,  Can J Anaesth. 2011 Jul;58(7):646-9.



Abstract - Clinical Features 
What happened in detail?

• A 63-yr-old man with primary sclerosing cholangitis for LT.

• insertion of an 18 French cannula for venovenous bypass (VVB) was 

performed via the left IJV 

• Upon initiation of VVB, profound systemic hypotension

• A chest x-ray confirmed a malposition of the VVB cannula with a 

large left hemothorax. 

• A mini-sternotomy was performed for removal of the VVB cannula, 

which was found to be inserted in the PLSVC. 

Schreiber KL, et al.,  Can J Anaesth. 2011 Jul;58(7):646-9.



Abstract - Conclusion 

Main message?

Malpositioning of a venous cannula in PLSVC should be 

anticipated as one of the potential complications of vascular 

access via the left internal jugular vein.

Schreiber KL, et al.,  Can J Anaesth. 2011 Jul;58(7):646-9.



Question
What elements are included  

in case reports? 



Three Elements of Case Reports

1. Introduction

2. Description of the case

3. Discussion



Three Elements of Case Reports

1. Introduction

2. Description of the Case

3. Discussion

What happened?

What is unique?

Why do I have to read your case report?



Introduction

Schreiber KL, et al.,  Can J Anaesth. 2011 Jul;58(7):646-9.



Three Elements of Case Reports

1. Introduction

2. Description of the Case

3. DiscussionDetails of what happened in the case

Preop – Intraop – Postop



Description of the Case 

Schreiber KL, et al.,  Can J Anaesth. 2011 Jul;58(7):646-9.



Schreiber KL, et al.,  Can J Anaesth. 2011 Jul;58(7):646-9.

Description of the Case (cont.) 



Schreiber KL, et al.,  Can J Anaesth. 2011 Jul;58(7):646-9.



Three Elements of Case Reports

1. Introduction

2. Description of the Case

3. Discussion

1. Review of background knowledge

2. Review of the similar cases

3. Uniqueness of the case

4. Recommendations in similar cases in the future

5. Conclusion 



1. Review of background knowledge

Schreiber KL, et al.,  Can J Anaesth. 2011 Jul;58(7):646-9.



Schreiber KL, et al.,  Can J Anaesth. 2011 Jul;58(7):646-9.

1. Review of background knowledge



2. Review of similar cases

Not identified (which is great!)



Schreiber KL, et al.,  Can J Anaesth. 2011 Jul;58(7):646-9.

3. Uniqueness of the case



Schreiber KL, et al.,  Can J Anaesth. 2011 Jul;58(7):646-9.

4. Recommendations in similar cases in the future



Schreiber KL, et al.,  Can J Anaesth. 2011 Jul;58(7):646-9.

4. Recommendations in similar cases in the future
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Schreiber KL, et al.,  Can J Anaesth. 2011 Jul;58(7):646-9.

5. Conclusion



Schreiber KL, et al.,  Can J Anaesth. 2011 Jul;58(7):646-9.



Case Report by a CBY

• As a CBY resident, Pat witnessed a 72-yr old man who 

underwent parotid gland resection and developed a five-

hour paralysis after a dose of succinylcholine.

• He plans to submit a paper about the experience as an 

ASA medically challenging case. 

Is this case worthwhile to report?



pseudocholinesterase deficiency 

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed

33 papers
40 cases



Question

Should Pat abandon his plan?



A Case Report and Literature Review!



Hackett PJ, Sakai T. Pseudocholinesterase Deficiency: a Case Report and Literature Review. Open Journal of Anesthesiology 2:188-94;2012



Hackett PJ, Sakai T. Pseudocholinesterase Deficiency: a Case Report and Literature Review. Open Journal of Anesthesiology 2:188-94;2012



Hackett PJ, Sakai T. Pseudocholinesterase Deficiency: a Case Report and Literature Review. Open Journal of Anesthesiology 2:188-94;2012



Hackett PJ, Sakai T. Pseudocholinesterase Deficiency: a Case Report and Literature Review. Open Journal of Anesthesiology 2:188-94;2012



Hackett PJ, Sakai T. Pseudocholinesterase Deficiency: a Case Report and Literature Review. Open Journal of Anesthesiology 2:188-94;2012



Summary

Case Report

 Evaluation

 Consent

 Three parts (Introduction / Case Report / Discussion)

 Case Series
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